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Experimental…

society, big 
data and 
corporations



Experimental…

science AND
humanities



← Before: 
care.data scandal

← During:
controversy over 
Google DeepMind’s 
access to Royal Free 
hospital patient data

← After: 
Cambridge Analytica, 
Facebook and election 
influence scandal



Industrial Strategy, 
2017

UK Digital Strategy, 
2017

“UK at the forefront of the 
artificial intelligence and data 
revolution”

“making the UK the best place to 
start and grow a digital business”
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Futures 
scenarios

Scenario 1 - Distrust and suspicion

…

Scenario 4 - Technopoly 2021

…

Scenario 9 - Disconnected world







‘To ensure that the 
generation, collection 
and processing of data 
promotes human
flourishing’





Data 
management 
and use

Published
June 2017

Two recommendations:

- Principles        
(led by human 
flourishing)

- New stewardship 
body



Data management and use (2017)



Data management and use (2017)





Conclusions

• Independent yet 
shaped by interests

• General principles, 
well meaning but also 
acceptable across 
group

• Humanities a relevant 
set of expertise

• Would have been 
strengthened by  more 
social science

• Stewardship body 
needed because GPDR 
is incomplete

• Influence considered 
essential by 
academies, but in 
practice limited by 
political realities


