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Research Ethics Courses: Oslo and UMB 

Philosophy of Science 

– What is science? 

Research Ethics 

– What responsibilities do scientists 
have? 

Science and Society 

– Education, funding, dissemination, 
patents,… 
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Highlights – student feedback 

 Breadth of students’ research topics 

 Variability in students’ previous training in ethics and 

philosopy 

Number of students (UiO has 200-250 registered students 

per year) 

 (Obligatory)  

 

 

 

Opportunity to meet and discuss with students  

 Chance to think about subjects that issues that are not 

usually part of the day to day research 

 Important and relevant issues 

 

Challenges 

E
T

IK
K

F
O

R
U

M
 2

0
1

3
–

 D
e

b
o

ra
h

 O
u

g
h

to
n

 



U
N

IV
E
R
S
IT

E
T
E
T
 F

O
R
 M

IL
JØ

- O
G

 B
IO

V
IT

E
N

S
K
A
P
 

Discussion Cases 

Relevant 

Topical 

Challenging 

 

Myriad Genetics   

US Supreme Court Case  

Italian  

Earthquake 

Court Case  
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Research Ethics: Three areas of 
responsibility 

Scientific community: research 

norms, misconduct, publication 

Research subjects: humans, 

animals 

Society: the public, environment, 

risk, dissemination 
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Good Research Practice 
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#overlyhonestmethods 
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 Morgan Edwards@mangoedwards 

I can't send you the original data because I 

don't remember what my excel file names 

mean anymore #overlyhonestmethods 

 

 

 Mags Lum@ScientistMags 

There should have been more experiments 

but our funding ran out so we published it 

anyway. #overlyhonestmethods 
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http://twitter.com/ScientistMags
http://twitter.com/ScientistMags
http://twitter.com/ScientistMags
http://twitter.com/search?q=%23overlyhonestmethods
http://twitter.com/search?q=%23overlyhonestmethods
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 Dean Burnett @garwboy 

What the... We didn't do any of this! Has 

my supervisor edited it without telling me? 

Oh, great. Now I'll look stupid 
#overlyhonestmethods 

 

 Adriana Heguy@AdrianaHeguy 

A Northern blot was run instead of realtime 

QPCR because the PI is old and does not 

trust results unless he sees a band 
#overlyhonestmethods 
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 David C Logan@angerstusson 

"Experiment was repeated until we had 

three statistically significant similar results 

and could discard the outliers" 
#overlyhonestmethods 
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Publication and Authorship 

Guidelines for publication and review – The International 

Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE) – “Uniform 

Requirements for Manuscripts Submitted to Biomedical 

Journals” (the Vancouver Convention) www.icmje.org  
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deborah.oughton@umb.no 

Lysenko and Khrushchev 
Wikepedia 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/4/4a/Khrushchev_and_Lysenko.jpg
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The Times 

Example Group Discussion 

 A Norwegian group of global 
warming sceptics, “Cool It”, has 
taken the Department of 
Education to court, challenging 
the showing of “An 
Inconvenient Truth” in school 
science classes. 

 You are expert witnesses to a 
firm of solicitors who have been 
assigned the task of creating 
the strongest possible case for: 
a) the opponents of the film; b) 
supporters of showing the film  

 Try to find the best arguments 
for both sides.  

 Allocate a spokesperson for 
each side. 
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Environmental and Animal Ethics 

Mother and Child, Divided (Damien Hirst), Astrup Fearnley Museum 

Dolly, library.thinkquest.org Glofish© 
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Make time for small group discussions 

 Case, cases, cases… 

Will not please all the people all the time,… 

Mixture of classic cases and topical cases 

 Lectures from scientists and philosophers 

 Exam is the form of essays give opportunity for deeper 

analysis (and is an excellent source of teaching cases …) 

 

 

 

Conclusions 
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deborah.oughton@umb.no 

 

Thank You 


